
Anthony opens meeting offering support and inviting light heartedness and kindness after the 
recent stressful events.  
 
Joselly calls to review minutes.  
Jamie forwards motion to approve. 
All approve, no oppositions.  
 
Treasurer’s report 
Rachelle: Nothing to report. 
 
Recap student leadership conference 
Joselly: Invites brief discussion. 
Anthony: Requested Parsh to join, but was not able to join. Is there any feedback for the 
conference? 
Jamie: It was great. Thank you for hosting it!! 
Anthony: Jamie’s session was good. 
Jamie: Had a good time, it was a good turnout 
Anthony: Rachelle’s session 
Rachelle: Enjoyed it, discussion was good. 
Anthony: 40min longer than the allotted time.  
We’ll do something similar next year. Perhaps going in person.  
Rachelle: Did the in person conference happen in 1 day? 
Anthony: Yes, 6 hours in one day plus networking. Used 4th floor of SPS.  
Hybrid would be cool for next year. Maybe make all sessions available online. Will have to re-
assess next year.  
 
Discussion on BSU Graduation Budget Proposal 
Rachelle: In-person celebration for the BSU. Last year we did virtual ceremony, and wanted to 
do it in person this year. Our proposal was 12k and we were hoping to take it out for the SGA. 
The event is supposed to be a mixer and networking type event. Looking for space which has 
gotten tricky. With the space and the speaker, comes to 12k. Currently discussing format. 
Hoping to get 75-100 people to attend max.  
 
Lorda: Any confirmed date for graduation? 
Jennifer: Waiting on 1 signature on the contract. Will get something out to the community 
tomorrow or Friday the latest. June 1 at 11am.  
Lorda: At Queensborough, they invited everyone to take pictures somewhere – will this 
graduation have it? 
Jennifer: To my recollection we will have a photographer there. Info will be on commencement 
website. The photo will take pictures as you cross the stage, plus packages for purchase. 
Commencement ceremony for 20, 21 and 22 together. 
Lorda: Cap and gown – do we have to purchase separately? Queensborough paid for it. 
Jennifer: wish we could do that, but its not free. We tell students that they are in a situation 
that they can contact the commencement email address to try and figure something out. 



Lorda: Is there a color we have to wear? 
Jennifer: I will check the commencement website, not sure on colors. 
Lorda: Maybe I can reuse my cap and gown from 2020. It’s a black gown.  
Jennifer: that’s probably fine. There was something that went out last week about how to get 
involved in commencement.  
Lorda: Will there be a party? 
Jennifer: No, just commencement.  
Rachelle: How long will commencement be ? 
Jennifer: I don’t remember offhand. Trying to keep as short as possible with everyone walking 
across the stage. Trying to be cognizant of the speakers.  
Jamie: has the location been announced? 
ShaWanna: If we are going back to indoor gatherings? 
Anthony: We will have an answer on that soon. I will let you know next week or after spring 
break.  
Jennifer: Location has not been announced yet.  
 
Joselly: Back to Rachelle’s proposal.  
Rachelle: I’d like to request funds for an in person ceremony for the BSU? 
All in favor, no opposition.  
Joselly: Unanimous yes.  
 
CUNY Transportation 
Zahrie reads prompt from NYU SGA and requests a motion for letter on CUNY Transportation 
Letter. 
All in favor, no opposition. 
Zahrie signs document on behalf of the SA. 
 
Updates from Anthony 
Anthony: Thank you; campus wide committees will be reaching out the following weeks. Thank 
you for your patience. Please have patience as we get calendar invites.  
 
Jennifer: Echo note of appreciation. How we can bring in student voices for signing up for 
committees is important.  
 
Anthony: Last year we have the Student Leadership and recognition ceremony. Annual event. 
You all will be recognized. May 13 at 6:30pm to Citi tech college where we will recognize your 
hard work for the semester. Party and food after. Invite family with you. Two hours and is a 
celebration. Hybrid ceremony will be offered as well. Please RSVP due to COVID protocols.  
 
Lorda: Have you decided what speech for commencement? 
 
Anthony: TBD, working with events team.  



Election for next year ends tomorrow. New members will be at May 11 meeting to listen in and 
see how a meeting runs. The executive committee will talk about what we’d like them to 
know/advice for incoming group.  
 
IT department – Adobe 
Joselly: Would this be discussed with Tech Fee committee? 
Anthony: Yes, definitely.  
Joselly: Adobe is presented as a free trial, but CUNY in general extends the service to students 
for specific classes. Certain classes that should have Adobe, didn’t.  
Zahrie: How does the tech fee committee work? 
Anthony: Bulk tech fee budget, the committee decides how that money is spent. A lot of it has 
to do with classroom tech support; videos; money allocated to disability services. Each year 
there might be money left, the co-chairs will have the money left. Another meeting to review 
ideas; research might be required for proposal; then there is a vote on the initiatives. One of 
the committees I serve that is 80% student and faculty, and 20% staff.  
Jamie: Adobe allows users to turn PDFs into readable PDFs.  
Joselly: As far as media goes, there are certain software that are important to use. Would be 
good to extend services to whoever needs it.  
 
CUNY’s New Deal Initiative 
Daniel: Not sure if this will make it to next budget, since legislation is still in committee. Review 
goals: to increase funding so that there is an acceptable faculty to student ratio and to reset 
ratios of mental health counselors and guidance counselors. Among stressors that students 
face, it’s important to increase the support professionals to reflect national standards. Would 
eliminate undergrad tuition fees. We should sign our support onto, posts link in the chat to 
learn more about the deal and think about next steps: https://www.psc-cuny.org/clarion/april-
2021/new-deal-cuny-free-tuition-and-more-investment 
 
Group discussion on the above; no action items as of yet.  
 
Discussion on Ukraine Initiatives 
Daniel: You know, whatever we do would probably be more symbolic, you know, than anything 
concrete, although if we did want to do something, perhaps humanitarian in nature, you know 
that is something to discuss setting up as well. 
 
Jamie: Can we give our any of our money to like a charity or anything? 
 
Anthony: No we're not allowed to donate the student activity fees to a charity like this. 
It it's tricky we would have to do it through the foundation, because we don't have a 
mechanism for collecting money. 
 
Zahrie: So maybe there's like an opportunity something volunteer but for CUNY students, and 
maybe could be sponsored by student association like provide like the platform. 
 



Rachelle: Can we buy supplies and send it? 
Anthony: That's an interesting question. I don't know the answer to that, and we could put that 
down because that's not technically sending money. Daniel might want to send an email to this 
group tonight and see who want, like, you know, have some brainstorming conversations by 
email or by phone in the next couple of weeks. And then maybe you can present something at 
our May eleventh meeting. 
 
Jamie’s Letter 
Jamie: Motion to sign letter for masks and tests to increase restrictions for CUNY students.  
Lorda: Request to re word the letter. 
Jamie: Members are 2 student body Presidents and it's representative of at least I want to say 7 
different campuses right now. Pending USS sanctions.  
 
Anthony reads Allison’s statement on Jamie’s letter.  
 
Group discusses balance between individual protection vs. group protection and CUNY’s role in 
pandemic restrictions relating to masks. 
 
Jamie: Can we vote on this? If it doesn’t pass I will take your considerations. 
Yay: Selina, Zahrie, ShaWanna, Joselly, Robert, Jamie, Rachelle, Leonard, Daniel 
Nay: Allison (from Anthony), Diana, Lorda 
 
Motion passes. 
 
Club Updates 
Anthony: Commencement student speaker name is John Prince, BA in Psych.  
Jennifer: Still looking for a student to sing the national anthem. Location of commencement is 
in USTA in Queens. Reminder of the CUNYFirst Outage (4 days starting tomorrow). When you 
log back in after Spring break it will look very different. The most important thing to read about 
is the mechanism to register classes will change called Schedule Builder. 
 
Rachelle: Question about stipends for USS student delegations. We didn’t finish the discussion.  
Anthony: Those changes need to happen in constitution, and the time frame to change has 
passed. It changes at the school level, and then depending on what the change is, it goes to the 
Board of Trustees to be voted on. This would be an item for the incoming SA. SA would have to 
write referendum and would be voted on by the students. It will require me to do research 
depending on the type of change. Email me what the change is to figure it out.  
 
Joselly: Motion to adjourn. All in favor  
 
 
 


