
 

 

 

Minutes of the November Meeting  

Date:      2-9-22 

Meeting Location:   Zoom / Online 

Members Present:  Diana S, Daniel, Robert, Joselly, Leonard, Selina, Rachelle, 

Jacklyn, Zahrie E, Alison 

Others Present:     Anthony Sweeney, Associate Director of Student Life 

Parshotam Lal, Student Life Club Coordinator 

Person Recording Minutes:  Jacklyn Tomlin 

Call to order time:   6h 04 pm  

Part I:   

Daniel S 

Call the meeting to order 

Ask everyone to review the minutes. 

Parsh is invited to speak about cooking and art classes He is here to propose two proposals. One 

is a virtual cooking class and the other is a virtual art event. Both companies are in NYC. The art 

program is by a well-known art studio. The virtual cooking event is a group of immigrant women 

who are chefs who have home training. The program wants the cooking classes to be authentic. 

The cooking event is asking for $900 for 1 hour. They will go over a recipe that we choose. They 

have chefs from different countries. They would demonstrate cooking, they will provide the 

ingredient list ahead of time. If you do  



 

The drawing event is $1100 for 90 mins, the artist expressed the students can draw anything they 

want. They were exploring a possible school mascot. They want it to be easy to follow along, so 

they made it a drawing class. All students need is a pencil and a piece of paper. Students are 

welcome to just watch. He picked these events because students have different obligations these 

activities will help relax the mind and take away from the everyday stressors. These activities will 

bring fun into people’s lives. We should have something in the school that can enhance their 

cooking or drawing skills. If students give it a chance the students may like it. 

Anthony speaking he invited Parsh to speak about student engagement. 

Rachelle asked for tentative dates 

Parsh expressed, he has no dates, he was waiting for the response for the students 

Anthony expressed the end of April or May 

Zahrie asked about the timing, cooking is 60 minutes drawing is 90 minutes.  

Jamie expressed this sounds fantastic, she said her previous college did something similar. She 

said they did weekly cooking sessions. He was able to help students even if they did not cook 

different things. She thought it was fantastic and had an amazing time. She said students showed 

up a lot at the beginning. She said they had a large student govern possibly 50 people showed up.  

Jamie expressed she will step out for a while she is for the program.  

Joselly asked how did you find these programs? Where are you choosing from ideas? Are there 

other ideas. Perhaps we can pivot to other activities in the future. 

Parsh said it was hard to find things outside of education. He thought about things he did during 

the pandemic. These ideas were personal for him and they made him feel good. Cooking is a skill 

we can all benefit from. If it does take off perhaps SPS can have a once-a-month event if the 

students like it. This will be a test to see if the students want it. People may tap into other talents 

that they have. 

Anthony expressed Parsh researched four different spaces and made a decision based on the best 

response. 



 

Diana expressed she likes the idea. She said it can benefit other family members and it can help 

other family members. It helps build community. 

Anthony expressed there needs to be a motion to approve this Diana, Daniel, Jacklyn, Jossely, 

Jamie.  

This proposal was unanimously passed. Anthony and Parsh will work on what is next. 

Review the minutes from December  

Motion to approve the minutes Joselly forwards the motion to approve, Daniel seconds the motion. 

The minutes was approved @ 6:18  

 

Part 2. 

Rachelle Treasurers report 

No business currently.  

Part 3.  

CIED information 

Daniel encourages everyone to look at the different days that are observed by SPS. It helps bring 

awareness to different ideas. The CIED page can be a resource at SPS. 

Professional Development grant 

Club updates 

BSU 

February 10, 2022, the BSU will be having a CRT event. They will be bringing a speaker to talk 

about CRT. The event will be led by students. 



 

Anthony, asked how many students signed up already? 

Rachelle expressed they have 100 people signed up. The BSU will be having an event on February 

24, 2022, with an author. She is excited about the event. She said she will send the event for the 

CRT and the Patsy event. She wants everyone to show up. The event starts at 6:30 pm.  

DAPI 

Daniel expressed the DAPI is meeting every Thursday and they are looking to expand their group. 

The only requirement is a 3.5 average, and you identify as someone with a disability. Everyone is 

welcome and invited.  

USS 

Student appeal letter discussed by Daniel. There is a criticism about the CUNY policy about in-

person instruction. He is turning it over to Jamie. Jamie expressed this started out with the council 

of presidents, this group meets every so often. There were some concerns about CUNY 70 percent 

reopening policy. 70 percent of classed CUNY-wide will be entirely in person the remaining 30% 

will be hybrid. Students were not included in the discussion. Because there is a lot of students who 

are at high risk and students have higher rates of living in intergenerational households. CUNY is 

a commuter campus; they can not go with a policy noncommuter schools have because students 

travel on subways and buses. Vaccines and boosters are not the only forms of protection. Students 

need more protection. Some students complained of overcrowded classrooms. Students are in 

overcrowded spaces checking vaccination status. There was a survey and students voted they 

wanted 50 percent of classes online. The students expressed that the hybrid gave more flexibility. 

The union is fighting with the faculty on the vaccine of the faculty. CUNY is taking a different 

stand on vaccine exemptions. They are allowing religious exemptions are very broad. Some 



 

students may be unvaccinated in the classroom, because of the broad exemption regulations. 

Students feel hesitant in a classroom because they feel unsafe. Before Omicron students asked for 

50 percent, in-person classes. They drafted a letter asking for 50 percent of classes in person. Since 

SPS is a virtual school, it seems slightly uncaring to insist on this policy because CUNY is unique 

to the population that is served. Most students signed this position, USS Steering, CCSSD, and 

other clubs signed this letter. The letter was sent to the chancellor he did not respond yet.  

Anthony asked for clarification, he asked what is the council of presidents. 

Jamie expressed it is SGA council of representations and this initiative has possibly come from 

the John Jay SGA. 

Anthony asked about the survey that was sent out to students. 

Robert asked were they concerned about the enrollment? 

Anthony expressed CUNY SPS enrollment increased during the pandemic and we have increased.  

Jamie expressed some people complained about the certification for online programs. Schools with 

online programs have increased enrollment. She expressed some students possibly drop out 

because school was not online. The argument about certification is flat if CUNY SPS can do it 

other schools can do so as well. She expressed it is a good idea to have more online classes. The 

proposed idea by CUNY is not matching what students want. They are not looking at how unique 

the program is. 

Daniel expressed it is bureaucracy. There should be a universal policy for vaccination for the 

faculty. Deans and chancellors are making these decisions on their own. The main issue is they are 

trying to apply a one size fits all approach. Community college on average is 58 percent of what it 



 

was last year. He expressed this is something that needs to be brought up. He thanks Jamie for 

bringing this to the attention of the students. 

Jamie expressed he summed up the topic nicely. Jamie is asking can we sign the letter, as the SPS 

the SGA are signing on in agreement with this letter asking for a higher percentage of online 

learning programs.  

Robert expressed people with disabilities and others that need to be considered as well. He 

expressed he had cancer, and this is something that could have compromised his health. 

He asked do students have to drop out if they can not come to school in person? 

Jamie expressed that is the biggest concern, students must drop out if they can not go to the 

program. 

Lorda agrees with the idea she expressed before COVID it was not easy, especially if you have a 

family. She expressed her old school did not have online, she had to leave. SPS allows her to go 

to school and be with her family. If CUNY has 50/50 it allows the students to be socially distant, 

it would be a better option.  

Anthony expressed if SPS had an in-person event would students come? Some students said 

outdoors, and some said in person.  

Daniel sent a link in the chat that summarizes the information that was presented at the meeting.  

Alison expressed she went to events in person and not a lot of people came. Anthony expressed it 

was easier to do it online. He said it was difficult to do both online and in person.  

Jamie expressed the agenda item would be for the student body to put our names on the letter. 



 

The motion approved Daniel expressed he would sign on the behalf of the SPS SGA. He also 

expressed Joselly should sign it as well.  

Jamie expressed her gratitude to the group and seeing the widespread agreement on this topic. 

Daniel said it was a pleasure to learn from others. He said this was a learning space and this space 

has been used as a safe space to bring attention to issues. We cannot change the world but we can 

use this space to make a difference. 

Student Services report 

Anthony expresses his gratitude that Jamie brought these issues to the team. SPS has strong 

programs and it is important to take a stand. It is important for SPS to be a part of the conversation, 

it is a place to carve out our uniqueness.  

2/16/22 is the club life information session. Joselly will be in the break-out room answering the 

student’s questions. Parsh will be working with her to answer questions about what the student 

association is. Others are welcome to join Joselly to answer the questions of the student. Jamie 

expressed the DAC got two new members and she is excited that she was able to get new 

participants. Parsh was able to advocate and get more students, to assure leadership transitions to 

next year. The admission office is using the letter that was signed by the SGA the letter has been 

going out to students. 

The student professional development grant committee Sarah is on leave and there is a backup 

on applications. Rachell has been helping with who has been approved and who has not been. He 

will be sending a spreadsheet out and each person on the committee can vote yes or no. Anthony 

expressed he will send that out soon. There are some people waiting to be approved. If you are 

requesting a grant recuse yourself and go forward.  



 

The faculty staff discipline committee, if you were not able to make did you get into touch with 

the coordinator. Selina got the email for the orientation she could not make the time for the 

orientation. She asked for an evening session. Anthony expressed he has advocated meeting 

students in the evening. He asked for students to let the coordinator know their availability. Daniel 

sent an email to the coordinator she is waiting on a response from the coordinator. He expressed 

if you can not make the meeting let him know.  

The commencement speaker committee will put out a call for student speakers. If students are 

graduating in spring students will be asked to give a speech. This committee will begin to meet in 

March with Joselly, Lorda, Shawnna. 

Selina asked since we are getting closer to may does the school have a plan for graduation? 

Anthony, there is no real clear answer yet.  

Jacklyn asked about scholarships. 

Anthony expressed scholarships are once a year.  

Zahrie expressed to check for your scholarship money online at CUNY First. 

Conclusion, suggestions-- none 

Meeting Conclusion 7:17pm 

 


