
 

 

        Minutes of the November Meeting  

Date:      12-15-21 

Meeting Location:   Zoom / Online 

Members Present:  Diana S, Daniel S, Robert, Joselly, Zahrie, Jamie, Leonard, 

Selina, Rachelle, Jacklyn, Lorda,  

Anthony Sweeney, Associate Director of Student Life 

Sarah Krusemark, Student Services Coordinator 

Others Present:   n/a 

Person Recording Minutes:  Jacklyn Tomlin 

Call to order time:   6h 07 pm  

Part I:   

Joselly.  

Jamie motions to approve the minutes 

Call the meeting to order 

Ask everyone to review the minutes. 

Review Minutes 

2) Treasurer’s Report 

Rachelle, expressed there is nothing to report. 

Anthony said there is nothing to report. 



3) Update from Critical Race Theory Committee 

CRT Two things 

I reached out to Nicole Hannah jones and spoke with Tom her publicist, told her price 
and is really busy. He said reach for the stars. 

I just was reaching out to people in the field and decided to go for gold. 

Her price is 25k. She has a soft heart for CUNY and is extremely flexible. 

I also reached out to Kimberly Crenshaw herself. Her price is 50k. 

I also reached out to Jamila Scott as well, she is 5k. 

I did not solidify anything with these speakers, just wanted to see what is out there 
and express the gratitude for their work. 

Greetings,  

I hope all is well. 

I wrote this amazing pitch for tonight's meeting, and today I received some 
heartbreaking news Bell Hooks transitioned today.  

When I read her book Ain't I A Woman I found myself. I was able to define who I 
was in this world. Her words are like anchors. They are strong, powerful and keep you 
grounded.  

She was a trailblazer and she created a framework that has created space for so many. 
She was a Black Feminist that reminded us what it means to be in love and what is 
means to be a Black woman in a society that doesn't see Black women. 

This very moment shows us the importance of amplifying the narratives of ourselves 
and others. Bell Hooks has touched the lives of so many. Her passing teaches me the 
importance of loving on our trailblazers and way makers. It also teaches us the time to 
create spaces for writers like her is now.  

The BSU is currently working on our annual Black History Month event.  We are 
asking for $3000 to secure a speaker for this year's event.  

Last year was the first year that SPS had a Black History Month event. In our current 
climate, it is important to validate communities that have been historically excluded. 



Last year's event proved the time for change is now. We received so much support 
from faculty and students and brought so many different people together.  

We highlighted and honored the contributions of so many different people in the 
Black community during February 2021. We highlighted Black Music, artists, leaders 
and so many more amazing people in the Black community. Our culminating event 
included local leaders, educators, and community organizations.   

Here is a list of speakers/works that was featured last year.  

Rachell Cargle,https://www.rachelcargle.com/  

Joy Degruy,,https://www.joydegruy.com/  

Chris Emdin,https://chrisemdin.com/  

Erica Hart (@IhartErica) 

Ibram Kendi, https://www.ibramxkendi.com/  

Nicole Dennis-Benn,https://www.nicoledennisbenn.com/ (Here Comes the Sun book) 

Professor Jamell Henderson,https://jamellhenderson.com/about 

Our goals at the BSU is to Increase diversity, develop outreach programs, and provide 
mentorship.  

This year we would like to broaden our horizons.  

For Black History Month 2022 we are centering black advocates and trailblazers in 
our community. We would like to host an intimate conversation with a NY Times 
Writer at the end of February 2022.  

We have secured a two-time selling NY Times Best Selling Writer.  Her name is 
Nicole Dennis-Benn,  she is a Black Queer writer from the beautiful island of 
Jamaica. She currently resides in Brooklyn NY. Once upon a time, she was a 
professor at CUNY. She has written for the NY Times and she wrote two books, Here 
Comes The Sun and Patsy. Her work reminds us of Ida B. Wells. Ida B. Wells was 
willing to have tough conversations in a graceful manner. 

Ida B Wells, like so many other Black women, used the power of the pen to amplify 
the hardships in her community. She took a chance and wrote about things such as 
lynchings in the south during the reconstruction Era. She used her writing as a tool to 



help inform Black people of the egregious things that were happening in the South. 
Ida B Wells was a trailblazer in the journalism field. She was an investigative 
journalist, educator, and early leader in the civil rights movement.  

Nicole Dennis-Benn takes on controversial topics in a graceful manner. She explores 
intersections in her writing such as gender, sexuality , race, immigration and 
poverty.Nicole Dennis-Benn uses her stories to empower people and give voice to 
marginalized communities.  

In 2016 she released her first book Here Comes The Sun this book was named " Best 
Book of The Year" by the NY Times. Here Comes The Sun illustrates despite all the 
things we go through we can count on the sun shining through even on our worst 
days. Her stories bring you a sense of warmth and vividness. 

Having Nicole Dennis-Benn at SPS would give the student body an opportunity to 
meet a trailblazer who is in our community and give students the chance to hear the 
story of how she became a NY Times Best Selling Writer and what inspired her to 
write amazing stories about such controversial topics. 

"I always tell young writers to stay true to themselves. It’s so easy to be dissuaded in 
this industry. So easy to believe our stories don’t matter—especially as black writers. 
Add woman and queer to that, and that’s three strikes. Rejection is a part of the game. 
Take them in stride and keep writing the stories that matter to you. Lambda has 
championed my intersectionality—granting me my very first fellowship to my very 
first award. Had I changed my stories because I was worried about how they’d be 
perceived with black queer women protagonists, I would not have had the gift of 
being a part of the Lambda family and touching the lives of others like me. "- Nicole 
Dennis-Benn  

Today I stand before the SGA to ask for the money to secure this amazing speaker. 
The speaker is asking for $3000. I know this is a long shot but she is worth it. It is an 
amazing investment because she has the ability to inspire so many with her journey. 
One day this will be one of us and there will be a student advocating to hear our 
stories. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Jacklyn Reports. 

Approval : Jamie, Daniel, Rachelle  

Jacklyn’s proposal was approved. 



Oppose: None 

Anthony: Jacklyn Awesome pitch add the speech into the minutes. Anthony This 
group will be asked to be a part of the commencement speaker team. This group will 
be asked about finding speakers, that would be a good time to ask for a speaker. 

Reach out to the BMI for the initiative reach out to Michael Gilbert. We need to work 
on logistics and schedule a time to set up a conversation with Anthony. 

4) USS Climate Justice 

Jamie will give us updates on this. The climate justice event passed on December 15, 
2021. We voted on this previously. 

5) Professional Development Grant Update 

Sarah having technical difficulties and will call in. 

Sarah--I’m dialed in now. Sorry, I just didn’t want to hold you up. We’ve received 22 
applications so far - more than the last academic year. 19 have been sent to the 
committee. We received enough votes as of this afternoon to approve the last group. 
So far, all sent to the committee have been approved. 

6) Club Updates 

No club updates.  

7) Student Services report from Associate Director of Student Life Anthony Sweeney 

Anthony, thanks for everyone who met with the coffee and conversation. He thought 
he was pretty open. He wants to take one floor and turn it into a we work place. It can 
be a space for people to working. It can include alumni as well. Thank you to 
everyone who came to the meeting. There will be another one in the spring it is on 
going. Thank you to everyone who commented on the admission letter. Jamie 
presented the latest version. Anthony sent it to admissions, he took out the part about 
the pandemic. The admission off want the co-chairs to sign the letters. He asked 
would Joselly and Daniel give permission to put your name on the admission letter. 
They will be sending the letter out tomorrow. 

Anthony is discussing the money, he said we need to spend money. Jamie and Jacklyn 
came up with big initiatives. Use the winter break to find ways to spend the money. 
We need to spend the money.  



Anthony asked do Wednesday nights work for the majority of the students in the 
spring semester. He will continue to schedule the SGA meetings on Wednesday. He 
will schedule one at the end of January. He will schedule a meeting the last week of 
January. School starts on the 28th we will meet around there. 

What do students want out of student organization? He will put the form in the chat it 
literally takes four minutes to fill it out. He put the link to the form, and it will take 
five minutes to complete. He needs input so him and Sarah can do an assessment to 
see where we are at. Please fill it out now 6:29 

6:35 PM Anthony calls the students back into the meeting. He expressed he will send 
the results from the survey when we reach 10 responses. 

Jamie- Discussing the USS there are 55 or 57 positions on the USS in order to pass 
anything you need 29 votes in your favor. Even if there are empty seats you need 29 
votes to pass. SPS is currently missing delegates so we are creating empty seats at the 
USS. A lot of people do not show up for meetings which makes the meetings 
extremely long. 

 Jacklyn has been going for the chair position in the steering committee and she has 
the majority but can not get voted in because she needs 29 votes. It is a long 
commitment the meetings are 6 hours. Jamie expressed our school has caused 
conflicts because we do not have enough students in the meeting.  

She is proposing to give a stipend to a student to be on the USS to represent SPS. 
People are complaining that it is hard to get things to pass. She hasn’t considered a 
price yet.  

Jacklyn is in her 8th round for the vote. It has been hard to get a chair for the position. 
Jamie brought it up to the USS and they expressed that some campuses pay students 
and SPS does not. 

Anthony said do research on the campuses that pay students. Anthony said in order to 
give stipends there needs to be approval. There needs to be a staff member to create 
checks in balances. There is no one to look over the meetings to secure if a person is 
filling their obligation. 

Jamie expressed the meetings are by NYS guidelines there is a record of attendance. 
Jamie agreed to get information and do research on the stipend. Anthony asked is it 
weekly or yearly. Jamie asked can we get another undergraduate rep. The shortage is 
making the meetings longer.  



She asked is there anyone who wants to do USS? 

 Jamie questioned is there any undergrad student who wants to be an undergrad 
delegate. We have two spots open for delegates and one alternate spot. Anthony said 
email him if you want to participate. 

Jamie’s point is well taken by the group. Jamie expressed there is a lot of power and 
change that happens. Jamie will be sitting on a board of trustees. She wishes that 
Jacklyn will get the position at USS. She expressed it is a large commitment, but it is 
rewarding. 

Leonard expressed it is a time commitment. Leonard said he has been following on 
Facebook live. He said the nominations and election meetings take long to fill. He 
said not all positions are filled. He wants Jacklyn to win and he is routing for her 
although he can not vote. Being a part of USS is beneficial. It taught him how to 
advocate not just for himself but for others. He was the vice chair of disabilities. It 
helped him secure who he is today. He expressed you will learn so much that could 
benefit you. He said the time commitment is a lot it can be 6 hours. Once the election 
is over the meetings will not be this long he said it depends on the agenda. He is 
encouraging the students to join.  

Jamie expressed it is a good space if you want to get into politics. She said consider 
this as something for our student body.  

Joselly asked do you have to be an elected student leader? 

Anthony and Leonard expressed yes the person has to be an elected student body. 
They must be elected not appointed. Leonard was used as an example he was 
appointed so he could not be a part of the USS. 

Jamie expressed the NYS laws make it hard to amend the laws and rules of the USS. 

Jamie expressed the graduate center pays $6000 to their representatives, Baruch pays 
as well for their student representatives.  

. 

It is in their constitution Anthony expressed. We would have to make changes to the 
constitution in order to make those changes.  

8) Town Hall Hosting Discussion 



Joselly expressed that this can be an open discussion 

Rachell asked do we have a date for the town hall? 

Joselly said we are not sure, yet we are throwing dates out to plan something. 
Anthony expressed several people came out for the student life session and he 
mentioned it was not done this year. He expressed that we could combine the student 
life session with the town hall and do it for spring 2022. Someone from the SGA can 
do a presentation and someone can answer questions from the students. The event is 
planned and it is taking place on 2/16/22 Sarah Anthony and Parsh are working on it. 

Anthony asked the team how does it sound?  

Jamie said it sounds great. 

Anthony asked is anyone interested in talking about student association at that 
meeting? Jamie and Rachelle said they will be willing to help out with the event. 
Anthony expressed to be mindful of your groups. He asked is anyone interested in the 
other room to answer questions. Joselly said she is willing and Anthony said he would 
lend support.  

Jamie, Rachelle- Presentation 

Joselly- Break out room  

Anthony will ask again in January  

9) Student Association Column on Kiosk 

Anthony expressed the kiosk is meeting today and there are people writing articles for 
the kiosk. Sarah said previously she would be working with a group of students for 
that column, Anthony will follow up with that request later on. 

Joselly asked did we agree what that would look like? 

Anthony said we did not solidify with that he will follow up with Sarah with that. 

10) Questions, Comments and Suggestions 

Rachell, asked can the student association host meetings. She asked can we host a 
meeting and she is thinking about a critical race meeting. She would like to host a 
meeting for a $5000 speaker Jamila Lyiscott. 



Anthony expressed that the school will not approve $5000. However the DAC did a 
event that was $5000 last year. They needed a co sponsor for their event. The school 
reached out to the USS last year and they helped pay for a speaker last year. Anthony 
expressed this is a process and can take some time to accomplish. 

Anthony questioned the steering committee approval process. On the steering 
committee a person on the committee can approve something under $2500 without a 
vote. Leonard said anything over 2500 or 3000 will need a vote. Anything less than 
that they vice chair can approve it. Anthony asked Rachelle to write a proposal for 
2500 and then get the 2500 for the SGA. After she writes the proposal speak to Jamie. 
Anthony said this could take some time to get into motion. He said it is not unlikely, 
but it can happen. Anthony will make a pitch for $3000 for Nicole because it is over 
the $2500 mark. 

Sarah expressed the DAC was able to allocate funds from other spaces in the school 
budget. Anthony said we have some research to do on funding.  

Jamie gave a motion to end the meeting 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:04 

 

 


