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Meeting Minutes 
School of Professional Studies Governing Council 

September 28, 2021, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
1. Dean’s Welcome and Announcements 

 

J. Silva-Puras (JSP) welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for their 

participation.  

 

He also reminded everyone that in accordance with updated guidance received over the 

summer from the University Office of General Council regarding New York State Open 

Meetings Law, our online Governing Council meetings are now to be recorded and 

transcribed. This is our first meeting where we are doing so.  

 

2. Approval of Minutes of Last Meeting: May 25, 2021 

 

JSP asked for a motion and a second (L. Chajeczkis, E. Alsop) to discuss and vote on the 

minutes. He then opened the floor for questions and comments. Hearing none, L. Kudless 

launched the poll. The minutes were approved.  

  

3. Approval of new committee members. Lia Kudless (voting): 

a. Budget Committee: Cassandra Evans, Assistant Professor, Disability Studies/Services 

b. Curriculum Committee: Diana Sanchez, BS in Business, student member 

 

JSP asked for a motion and a second (C. Shockley, H. Zeman) to discuss and vote on the 

new committee members. He then asked L. Kudless to explain the item. She noted that 

the budget committee vacancy resulted from Janet Mohlenhoff’s retirement and C. Evans 

was selected by the academic directors as per the governance plan; the student member of 

the curriculum committee is appointed annually, identified by the Student Association, as 

per governance plan. 

 

JSP opened the floor for questions and comments. Hearing none, L. Kudless launched the 

polls. The committee members were approved.  

 

4. Report & Recommendations of the Curriculum Committee, from meeting of September 20, 2021: 

Chair, Ellen Karl (voting)  

 

JSP introduced Ellen Karl, Academic Director of Health Information Management and Chair of 

the Curriculum Committee. She provided a brief overview of the Curriculum Committee’s 

approval of the following items, and deferred to others below to provide details. 
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a. Business (presented by Ed Knox, Academic Director) 

i. New program proposal – BPS in Applied Management and Entrepreneurship 

JSP asked for a motion and a second (T. Barca, M. Bates) to discuss and vote on 

the proposal. He then opened the floor for questions and comments. Following 

the discussion, L. Kudless launched the poll. The proposal was approved.  

 

b. Museum Studies (Jenna Coplin, Program Administrator) 

i. Course change – MST 699 

JSP asked for a motion and a second (S. Zeller-Berkman, M. Lorek) to discuss 

and vote on the course change. He then opened the floor for questions and 

comments. Following the discussion, L. Kudless launched the poll. The course 

change was approved. 

  

 

c. Research Administration and Compliance (Jenna Coplin, Program Administrator) 

i. Course changes – RAC 600, 650, 651 

 

JSP asked for a motion and a second (E. Alsop, Z. Lobley) to discuss and vote 

on the course changes as a group. He then opened the floor for questions and 

comments. Hearing none, L. Kudless launched the poll. The course changes 

were approved. 

 

 

5. Report & Recommendations of the Academic Standing Committee, from meetings of June 8th and 

September 14, 2021: Chair, Kate Moss (non-voting):  

 

JSP introduced Kate Moss, General Education Doctoral Lecturer and Chair of the Academic 

Standing Committee, who provided the Report of the Committee, noting that the Committee heard 

and denied one academic appeal at its last meeting. The Committee also discussed the CUNY 

Uniform Grade Policy, and that “W” is no longer punitive. L. Kudless will make sure the Policy is 

circulated after this meeting.  

 

 

6. New Business/Other Items? 

 

JSP asked if there is any new business or other items to discuss. Lorda DeBresil inquired regarding 

nursing home administration courses or internships instead of the capstone for HSA program. 

Answer: will consider.  

 

C. Marquez-Lewis inquired regarding the DEI Report. Answer: First to be shared with the dean, then 

with cabinet, and then with community. Lia will check in with S. Gupta regarding a timeframe.  

 

L. Chajeczkis noted that the enhanced unemployment benefits run out at the end of September. 

Please be aware of students who may be in need and also keep the food pantry in mind.  
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JSP congratulated the Nursing program on having the #2 RN to BSN in the nation. 

 

 

7. Adjourn 

 

      JSP asked for motion and second (L. Chajeczkis, C. Vine) to adjourn. Meeting adjourned.  

 


