
 

Minutes of the December Meeting  

Date:      12-16-2020 

Meeting Location:   Zoom / Online 

Members Present:  Shakima, George, DeQuency, Timothy, Bonaparte, 

Mazette, Liz, ShaWanna 

Anthony Sweeney, Associate Director of Student Life 

Sarah Krusemark, Student Services Coordinator 

Person Recording Minutes:  Bonaparte Pierre 

Call to order time:   6h 00 pm  

There was no quorum to vote to approve the November meeting minutes.  

The meeting was divided into two parts: 

Part I - Guests 

We have two groups of guests: 

I. Course evaluation redesign 

Abigail Morisson, Assistant Dean of Institutional Effectiveness and Planning 

Jennifer Allen, Institutional Effectiveness Manager 



Jayson Bryer, Assistant Professor 

Angella Francis, Assistant Dean of General Application   

Course evaluation process was presented and discussed. The main points to underscore are:  

• The instructors don’t see the results of the course evaluation 

• The results are in aggregate. We don’t know who respond such or such answer.  

• The survey is confidential 

The following discussion result from two questions that were asked in an effort to improve the 

course evaluation survey. 

Q1: What should we be asking to better understand if the course instructor is effective? 

Discussion:  

Students complain about not getting feedback from the professor in a timely fashion (De 

Quency) 

It’s kinda hard to give a fair assessment of a Professor that you are not seeing or hearing on 

blackboard. How can we really say if the Professor is actively engaged in making the class go 

better? (Mazette). 

Students want feedback on time from the professors/instructors. 

How can we build more of a community to get the students to interacting more to build a sense 

of community? (Georges) 

Q2: What we should be asking to better understand your thoughts, your feedback about the 

course structure and the materials? 

There should be more hands-on, more learning.  



Get the professors to give once a week or every two weeks a required zoom lecture.  

Office hours could be used more effectively to create some sort of connection with the 

professors.  

What topics you would be interested to talk about in the evaluation? 

Did the professors hold the office hours and how effective they were while doing so? 

Technical issues, such as incorrect dates, some typos. Professors had to constantly remind the 

students what was due and when because it wasn’t clear in the course work.  

Q3: As far as for the open-ended questions, are they adequate for you? 

Discussion: Some questions are not even necessary to ask? (Mazette) 

Q4: Is there anything else that you feel the course evaluation is not covering? 

Were you able to find all the resources that you needed to be successful in class? If no, what 

resources you were looking for? 

II. - Office of Fiscal and Business Operation  

Washington R. Hernández, Associate Dean of Administration and Finance 

Tracy Meade, Senior Associate Dean for Strategy and Innovation 

Jennifer Grace Lee, Associate Dean in enrolment management and student services 

Minely Rodriguez, Director of Business Office.  

Context: In the last meeting we discuss how we can and cannot spend money and some of the 

procurement rules. 

Discussion: 



• The University doesn’t provide a document on how to manage some types of financial 

transactions. The document in use since 1992 is never updated.  

• We try to do our best to meet the needs of the student association and satisfy the requests 

that come before us. 

• We look at them with the lens of what the climate is at the University at the moment. 

Some time can be right for some requests and other time may not be favorable.  

• It’s not our job to say yes or no. We just want to make sure that we meet the needs to 

further the mission of the student association and also protect the organization from any 

kind of scrutiny or review that may come from another organization in an auditory 

perspective.   

• The policy for things that can be purchased through the activity fees (salaries, stipends, 

catering, subscription, independent contractors, printings, etc.) is as follows: Anything 

under $500 a simple direct payment can be submitted against that invoice. From $500 

and $2,499, a written quote is required from a selective vender. For $2,500 to $4,999 3 

bids are required to show that due diligence was due in order to use a reasonable price. 

Anything above $5,000 entails a more in-depth purchase process (at least a bid from 5 

different venders is necessary). For anything above $20,000 a more formal process must 

be conducted (including advertising, etc.)  

• There are different rules whether the speaker is a CUNY employee or not. It would be 

depending on what we’re looking on the speaker for the event. There will be a selection 

in determining the speaker.  



• A current CUNY employee or a former employee in the last 2 years cannot be contracted 

as a vender. This entails that the person would be paid by the State.  

• The Abilities and Resources Committee can partner with the USS to sponsor some 

activities.  

• Student Activity fees was moved to CUNY-First. Therefore, every purchase, every 

expense must be run through the CUNY-First system, which makes the process a bit 

longer, 5 up to 10 business days. It’s better to plan ahead of time. 

• Services cannot be paid in advance by CUNY 

Part II - Regular Meeting 

Subcommittee Reports 

• SPS Business Management Leadership Club: We have an advisor, Dr. Ewing 

Knox.  

Plan to hold info session for students to hear about the club during Spring 

semester 

• Professional Development Grant has one more application, for a total of 4 

approved so far.   

• Abilities and Resources reached out to USS for a possible collaboration 

• NSLS meeting for Spring to schedule. Zoom issues interrupted the last meeting 

• USS passed two resolutions on the November meeting: 1- the CR/NC and 2- 

Advocacy against Corcraft, an organization in the private prison sector that 

CUNY conducts business with. 



Meeting adjourned: 8:13 pm 


