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FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS (SAP) 
To maintain eligibility for financial aid, you must meet the requirements for SAP. This demonstrates that you 
are successfully progressing toward the completion of your degree. There are both qualitative (completion) and 
quantitative (GPA) measurements that factor into SAP.  

For undergraduate students, the federal requirements for SAP are as follows: 
• You must have a GPA of at least 2.0.
• You must have completed a certain percentage of attempted credits. (see chart below)

Attempted credits include only those credits that you enroll in at CUNY SPS. 
Completed credits include both transfer credits that are applied toward your degree requirements and the 

credits that you complete at CUNY SPS. 
For graduate students, the federal requirements for SAP are as follows: 

• You must have a GPA of at least 3.0.
• You must complete at least 2/3 of the attempted credits.

SAP for federal aid is determined once a year, after the spring grades are all submitted and processed. If a 
student does not meet SAP, the student’s financial aid eligibility is suspended until such time as either the 
student again satisfies SAP or the student’s appeal has been approved by the committee.  

TO APPEAL: 
If you feel there were extenuating circumstances which resulted in not meeting SAP, you may submit an appeal. 
Please read this form carefully and submit all documentation. 



 Statement. Provide a signed and detailed statement in which you explain the circumstances that resulted 
in not meeting SAP. In the statement, explain your plan to maintain good academic standing in the 
future. Make sure to: 

o Explain what happened 
o Explain what has changed 

 Supporting documentation. If you have documentation that you feel supports your statement, you should 
include it with your appeal. 

 Form. Be sure to submit the signed appeal form.  
 
Submission of the appeal does not guarantee approval. The decision of the committee is final. The 
committee can either approve, deny, or request for additional information. If the appeal is denied, you 
may still enroll in courses, but you will not have financial aid. The committee may approve your appeal 
with conditions (i.e. a requirement that in the next semester you must obtain a specific grade in each of 
the courses for which you enroll, etc.).  
 
 
I have read and understand the process to appeal for the reinstatement of financial aid. I understand that the 
decision of the committee is final. If asked by the committee for additional documentation, I will submit it in a 
timely fashion. 
 
Student Signature_______________________________________  Date______________ 
 


